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      Measure for Measure
Shakespeare’s

BY THE NUMBERS

Act One: 419 lines
shorter than average (play: 582, problem play: 564); 
shortest of the problem plays

Act Two: 687 lines
longer than average (play: 567, problem play: 588)

Act Three: 536 lines
shorter than average than average (play: 576, 
problem play: 571); shortest of the problem plays

Act Four: 415 lines
shorter than average (play: 560, problem play: 558); 
shortest of the problem plays

Act Five: 537 lines
longer than average (play: 484, problem play: 448)

Measure for Measure: By the Numbers by The Bill/Shakespeare Project 
is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
Based on a work at 
http://thebillshakespeareproject.com/2015/11/measure-for-measure-by-the-numbers.

CREDITS:
sources: 
work-speci�c: Crewe, Jonathan, ed. 1999. Troilus and Cressida, Shakespeare, William. New York: Penguin.   by comparison: assorted plays, Shakespeare, William. New York: Penguin.

design:
Bill Walthall, FireMuse Publishing
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TYPES OF LINES

prose
rhymed
poetry

1074 lines of prose 
41.40% of total lines; more than average 
(play: 26.32%; problem play: 33.83%)

82 rhyming lines 
3.16% of total lines, more than average 
(play: 8.35%; problem play 5.17%); least 
among the problem plays
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[by gradation]

17 scenes 
less than average (play: 21, problem play: 20)

24 characters 
less than average (play: 36, problem play: 32)

2594 total lines
shorter than the average (play: 2768; problem play 
(2731)
Act Five, Scene One is the longest of its kind in the 
Canon (537 lines); Act Four, Scene Six, the shortest        
(15 lines).

An absent duke. 
His righteous substitute. 
A condemned man and 
his convent-bent sister. 

A wronged woman. 
A fantastic. 

And a friar–really that 
duke in disguise. 

And another bed trick!

thebillshakespeareproject.com
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